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¥y Y correfpondent of to-day will, I 
" 3 hope, forgive me, for fo long de- 
tog laying the publication of his let- 
ter. All I can fay to this gentle- 
man, and to thofe whofe letters 
have lain by me almoft.an equal 
is, that no partiality to any per- 
formances of my own, has occafioned fuch delay. 


To 






















































Sie, 
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To Mr Firz-=A DA M.. - 


My higheft ambition is to appear in the caufe of the 


| fair fex ; nor would any thing flatter my vanity fo much, 


as the honour of ftanding, in this degenerate age, the 


fingle champion of thofe, whom all mankind are bound 


to defend. No time feems more proper for this kind 
of gallantry than the prefent; now, when the graver 
fort of men are continually throwing out farcaftic hints, 


at leaft, if not open invectives, againft their lovely 


country-women ; and the younger ahd more fprightly 


are, from I know not what caufe, lefs forward than 
ever in-their defence. Though my abilities are by mo 
means equal to my inclinations ‘for their fervice, give 
me leave to offer to you, and your polite readers, a few 
thoughts on this interefting fubject. 


Tue matice of wits has, from time immemorial, at- 
tacked thefe injured beauties with the charge of levity 
and inconftancy; a charge, applicable indeed to the 
frailty of human nature in general, but by no means to 
be admitted to the particular prejudice of the moft ami- 
able part of the fpecies. Hiftory and experience in- 
form us, that every different country produces a diffe- 


"rent tace of people: the difpofition of the inhabitants, 


as well as the complexion, recéives a colour from the 
climie in Which they are born. Yet the fame fenti- 
thents do not always {pring from the fame foil. Some 
{trong particularity of genius diftinguifhes every zra of 
a nation, From hence arifes what, in the language of 
the polite world, we call rasHion; as variable with 


regard 
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‘regard to principles, as drefs: it would be, in thefe 
“days, as ‘uncommon and ridiculous, to profefs the 
maxiths of an old Englifhman, as ‘to ftrut about in a 
fhort'cloak and trunk:hofe. The fame viciffitude of 
charatter takes place among the ladies; their) conduct, 
however, has been ftill confiftent and irreproachable ; 
for=they ‘have always acted up to the didtates of 
Ff ASHION. 


Tue matrons of ancient Rome, though as remarkable 
for public {pirit as thofe of Great Britain, were by no 
means fo fond of public diverfions. It appears from a 
hint which Horace has left us, that they were with 
difficulty prevailed on even to dance upon holidays. In 
this, we may obferve, they widely-differed. fiom . thofe 
Sabine dames, from whom they: derived their boatted - 
extraction: for fo ftrongly did they think themf¢lves 
bound by the reftritions of rasuton, - that they refufed 
to imitate their illuftrious anceftors, in that very cir- 


cumftance, to which their empire owed it’s original. 


WE need not look back fo far into antiquity for in- 
ftances ‘of this kind ; our own times may better fupply 
us. ‘Cruelty, if we may believe the lovers of the lait 

“century, was the reigning paffion of thofe tyrants, to 
whom they devoted their hearts, their laboffrs and their 
underftandings. No man, I prefume, will caft fuch 
an imputation on the prefent race of beauties: their 
influence. is mote benign, their glory of a more exalted 
nature: mercy is their characteriftic. It would be a 
piece of impudence to affert, that they do not in every 
refpect excell their relentlefs great grandmothers. Beau- 
ty, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is the peculiar perfection of our 

fait 
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| fair, cotemporaries. “To “what»then, but the amiable 





compaflion of thefé. gentle creatures, can ‘be -afcribed 





| a kind: of miracle, a feeming change in the conftitution 
| of nature'?: Till poetry and romance are forgotten, the 
. miferies of love will, be remembred. Authors of the 
| 
| 
} 






higheft reputation have not fcrupled to affure us, that 
the lovers!of their. days did very frequently forget to 
eat and drink; nay, that they fometimes proceeded fo 






far as to hang or drown themfelves, for the fake of the 
‘cruel nymphs they adored. Whence comes it then, 






that in an’age, to which fuicide is not unknown, no 





Sinftances are to be met with of this difinterefted condué ? 





| ‘Yn the fpace of many years, I do ‘not remember above 
| one, ‘and that one’ occafioned by the lady’s tendernefs, 
not of heart, ‘bur of confcience. ‘Matter of fact, there- 
| fore, proves the’ truth of my affertion ; our goddeffes 
| ‘have laid afide the bloody difpofition of pagan idols ; 
i fnfomuch, that fearce any ‘man living has feen a lover’s 

‘bier covered with cyprefs, or indeed with fo much as a 
willow garland. ‘ 











Ir, were ingratitude not to acknowledge, to whom 
we are indebied for fo great a bleffing, - The celebrated 
inventors of modern romance, together with the judi- 





cious. writes of the ftage, have the honour of being 





the deliverers of their countrymen.. So ardently have 








they pleaded the public caufe, that the ladies are at 





Jaft content to throw up the reins, to accept unmean- 
ing flattery, inftead of tender fighs, ;and admit innocent 
freedom, in the place of diftant adoration. They have 
learnt to indulge their admirers with frequent oppor- 














tunities 
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‘tunities of gazing on their charms, and are grown too 
generous to conceal from them. even the little failings 
of their tempers. Nor is this all: ‘while the perfuafive 
eloquence of thefe gentlemen has: found the way- to 
-foften. the rigour of the fair fex, they have animated 
the refolution of ours: for by them are we inftructed in 
the winning art of modeft affurance, and furnifhed 
with the dernier.refort of indifference. 


_ You will not be furprized, fir, that I fpeak fo warm- 
ly on ‘this fubje¢t, when you are informed how great a 
fhare of the public felicity falls to my lot. Had the 
fafhionable polity of this kingdom continued in the 
fame fituation in which it ftood’ a hundred «years azo, 
I had been, perhaps, the moft unfortunate man in the 

-world. No heart is more fufceptible of tender impref- 
fions than mine, nor is my refolution ftrong enough 
to hold-out againft the flighteft attacks of a pair of bright 
eyes. Love, weak as he is, has often made me his 
captive ; but I can never be too lavifh of my applaufe 
to thofe generous beauties; who have been the authors 
-of my pains ; fo far have they ever been from glorying in 
their power, or infulting the miferies they occafioned, 
that they have conftantly employed the moft effectual 
methods to free me from their fetters. By their indul- 
gence it is, that I have arrived at the fifty-third year 
-of my life, without the incumbrance ofa wife or le- 
gitimate children; that I can now look back with plea- 
fure on the dangers I have efcaped, and forward with 
«comfort on the peace and quiet laid up for my old 


age. 
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age. This, fir, is my cafe; gratitude prompts me to 
publith the obligations I owe; and I beg leave to take 


this opportunity of paying my debt of honour, and at 
the fame time of fubfcribing myfelf, 


Your conftant reader 


admirer, 


and very bumble fervant. 
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